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DAKSHINAMURTHY STOTRAM

Attributed to Adi Shankaracharya
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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)
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He who, through maya, sees the universe lying within himself as if it had arisen outside, like a city seen in a mirror, as one sees
things in a dream, and who on waking directly knows his own Self as one without a second: to him, Sri Dakshinamurti in the
form of the Guru, is this salutation.
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This world at first lies undivided, like the sprout within a seed, and is then made manifold by the space, time and variety that
maya projects. He who unfolds it by his own will, like a magician or a great yogi: to him, Sri Dakshinamurti in the form of the
Guru, is this salutation.
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His shining alone, which is pure existence, appears as the world of objects that are next to unreal. He teaches those who come
to him through the Vedic words 'That thou art', and once he is directly realised there is no return to the ocean of birth and death:
to him, Sri Dakshinamurti in the form of the Guru, is this salutation.
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Like the light of a great lamp set inside a pot pierced with many holes, his knowledge streams outward through the eyes and the

other senses. Only as he shines as 'l know' does this whole world shine after him: to him, Sri Dakshinamurti in the form of the
Guru, is this salutation.
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Some take the body, the breath, the senses, the restless intellect or the void to be the 'I'; such disputers are deeply confused, like
the young, the blind and the dull. To him who destroys this great delusion raised by the play of maya's power, Sri Dakshinamurti

in the form of the Guru, is this salutation.
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In deep sleep, with the senses withdrawn and covered by maya like the sun or moon seized in eclipse, the person remains as
pure existence alone; on waking he recognises himself, thinking 'l was asleep'. To him, Sri Dakshinamurti in the form of the
Guru, is this salutation.
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Through childhood and the other ages, and through waking and the other states, all of which come and go, the Self continues,

always shining within as 'I'. He who reveals this Self to his worshippers by the auspicious hand gesture: to him, Sri

Dakshinamurti in the form of the Guru, is this salutation.
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Whirled about by maya, in dream or in waking, the person sees the world in divisions: cause and effect, owner and owned,
disciple and teacher, father and son. To him, Sri Dakshinamurti in the form of the Guru, is this salutation.
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Earth, water, fire, air, space, the sun, the moon and the individual soul: this moving and unmoving world appears as his

eightfold form. For those who enquire, nothing exists apart from him, the supreme, all-pervading Lord: to him, Sri
Dakshinamurti in the form of the Guru, is this salutation.
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Because this hymn makes plain that the Self is all, the verse says that by hearing it, reflecting on its meaning, meditating on it

and chanting it, lordship comes of itself, together with the great glory of being the Self of all, and also unobstructed power in its

eightfold form.
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READ IT ON ITS PAGE

The Dakshinamurthy Stotram with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more scripts:

astrobhava.com/mantra/dakshinamurthy-stotram/
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