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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)

The eight verses beginning namamishvaram, as sung daily through the month of Kartika; the

Padma Purana's narrative verses around thC hymn are not part Of‘thC chzmtcd text.
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I bow to the Lord whose form is being, awareness and bliss, whose earrings swing as he shines in Gokula. Afraid of Yashoda, he

runs from the mortar, and the cowherd mother, running even faster, catches him from behind.

VERSE 2

B Hg g ST RFHISTITH FIAg-oH |
g AFHIBRETEHUSTIRE qHIgE HidagH I

He is crying, rubbing both eyes again and again with his two lotus hands, his eyes full of fear. With each sob the necklace on his

neck, marked with three lines, trembles. To that Damodara, bound by love, | bow.
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Through childhood play like this he plunges his own village of cowherds into a pool of joy, and shows those who know only his

lordship that he is won over by his devotees. With love | bow to him again, a hundred times over.
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0 God, though you are the lord of all boons, | ask you neither for liberation, nor for the highest heaven beyond it, nor for any other
boon. O Lord, may this form of yours as the little cowherd boy always shine in my mind; what use is anything else?
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May this lotus face of yours, framed by glossy, reddish curls of an indescribably deep dark hue, with lips red as the bimba fruit,

kissed again and again by the cowherd mother, appear in my mind. Enough of a hundred thousand other gains.
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Salutations, O God, Damodara, Ananta, Vishnu. Be pleased, O Master, with me, sunk in an ocean of sorrows. Favour me, wretched

and ignorant, with a shower of your merciful glance, O Lord, and become visible to my eyes.
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Just as you, while still bound to the mortar, freed the two sons of Kubera and made them devotees, so give me loving devotion to

yourself. 0 Damodara, | have no longing here for liberation.

THIST] AT TR T ey o are |
T AR @A THISTATA AT <ard e I

Salutations to the rope that binds you, shining with radiant light, and to your belly, the abode of the whole universe. Salutations
to Radhika, your beloved, and salutations to you, the God whose play is endless.
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The Damodarashtakam with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more scripts:
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