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SACRED HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI) WITH MEANING

DASHAVATARA STOTRAM

Jayadeva, from the Gita Govinda
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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)

The ten avatar verses and the poet's signature verse, followed by the canto's closing shloka to

Krishna. The printcd closing line is given at the end.

YAAUIESTel gaamie daH |
fafgqafesrafeamaa |
AT AR T ST &2 I

When the waters of the great dissolution rose, you held up the Veda, taking with ease the part of a boat. O Keshava, who took the
body of a fish, victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

faforfafageray oo fasfa g8 |
ERIOTeRUTIRUTIHTIS |
N YJARDIEY T ST & |

The vast earth rests upon your back, made mighty by the round scar left from bearing the world. O Keshava, who took the form of
a tortoise, victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

IO ARG ROl qg o T |

A Fegaheld HHT |
(A YAGRTEY 5T ST 82 |

The earth sits fixed on the tip of your tusk, like the dark mark sunk into the moon. O Keshava, who took the form of a boar,

victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

T hHeaR TEHGIYFH |
Ao AT F |
AT YATEREY T SATCILT &L I

On your lotus-like hand is a wondrous pointed nail that tore apart the body of Hiranyakashipu as if it were a bee. O Keshava, who
took the form of the man-lion, victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.
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Serard fashHl SfeTHgda™ |
BES IR REIERHELICE
NG YAATHTEY ST ST &X I

0 wondrous dwarf, with your stride you outwit Bali, you who purify all people through the water born from the nails of your feet. O
Keshava, who took the form of the dwarf, victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

AAASIATHY ST |
I qaty rHqvadnIT |
D YAYFUTTET ST SHIGHT & I

In a flood of the blood of warriors you bathe the world, washing away its sin and calming the pain of worldly life. 0 Keshava, who
took the form of the lord of the Bhrigus (Parashurama), victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

farerefar faeg ot feerafdenwiam |
SUHEHIfeta el T |
T AR T ST e |

In battle you scatter to the directions a lovely offering, pleasing to their guardian gods: the crowned heads of ten-faced Ravana.

0 Keshava, who took the body of Rama, victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

T IYY fasre a8+ STergrm |
EgaeifataferaaTmem |

FT YAGAUIEY T SATGILT & |

On your bright body you wear a garment the colour of a rain cloud, dark like the Yamuna, which joined you in fear of the blow of

your plough. O Keshava, who took the form of the plough-bearer (Balarama), victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

fA=efa gifadees yfdsmad |
RERRHRRERRICLE
A YATGINR ST ST &Y |

Alas, you find fault with the body of scripture that prescribes sacrifice, with a compassionate heart showing the slaughter of

animals. O Keshava, who took the body of the Buddha, victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.
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KB HagHY gty Heare |
YA fomfd e |
T GARIChHRIR ST SHIGHRT &2 I

To destroy the hordes of barbarians you wield a sword, fearsome as a comet. O Keshava, who took the body of Kalki, victory to

you, Hari, Lord of the world.

IS RECE Tt ERE ARl
U] S, YHE HIAH |
T YAGATTLEY T ST & |

Hear this noble song spoken by the poet Shri Jayadeva; the verse says it gives happiness and good fortune and is the essence of
existence. O Keshava, who took these ten forms, victory to you, Hari, Lord of the world.

VERSE 12

JagId SfAded aHfedd ad IRAA dfcd Bedd ersierd Fad |
TIeTed STd &6l herdd HISUIHIA-Ad Fe e dd Gl Iddhd HuTa e =14 ||

Salutations to you, Krishna, who took ten forms: who lifts up the Vedas, bears the world, holds up the globe of the earth, tears
apart the demon, deceives Bali, destroys the warrior class, conquers Ravana, wields the plough, spreads compassion, and

makes the barbarians faint.

i Sadagar IaaREda: Jeuf: |

Thus ends the hymn on the ten avatars composed by the poet Jayadeva.
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