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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)

All seventy-one verses in their traditional order, each closing on the refrain govinda damodara

madhaveti. The printcd Closing line is given at the end.

U HEUTHY YTUSAH] GRATHAATEATEAR |
FT AT M= e ATafa I

Before the Kurus and the Pandavas, when Duhshasana dragged her by her garment and her hair, Draupadi, who had no other
protector, cried out "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 2

ofiepeoT frsomt Fefohe W} HaRdTeh R SFTa] RN |
AT T hE AT T GHATGE ATeafa I

"0 Shri Krishna, Vishnu, slayer of Madhu and Kaitabha, compassionate to your devotees, O Lord, foe of Mura, O Keshava, master

of the worlds, protect me: Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

TaehqerTT fohet TTTuehearT ARIRUTEIaraag e |
QeATICeh HIgaLIIadrag Mid MG HTedfd |

A cowherd girl set out to sell curd and milk, but her mind was so given over to the feet of Murari that, lost in rapture, she called

out instead of her wares "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

I HRYAqUgH s Aged=dl qaet: T |
AT T SR fdS GG JTeafa Il

Pounding with pestles the rice heaped in their mortars, the gopis, absorbed and filled with love, sing "Govinda, Damodara,
Madhava!"

HIAHIRISTYC YT shigTy[eh fohgehiaraque |
STEATIITATE U TMaa ariay ATeafd ||

A lotus-eyed girl taught the pet parrot sitting in the cup of her lotus hands, its beak red as the kimshuka flower, to say "Govinda,
Damodara, Madhava!"
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T8 T8 MUdYEHg: deruf fUssRaTienrond |
TgafeR arafdd wg Midwe arHieR Areafa I

In house after house the cowherd wives keep busy, moment after moment, making the caged mynah birds repeat in their

faltering speech "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 7

GRS HHR TS e ue=T: |
ST U WRATeed Tifd= aried Aredfd i

Rocking to sleep the little boy lying in the cradle, all the cowherd maidens sang a song set to melody and rhythm: "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

HTS dteTuTehferaied YT T[atedT FaTaierd |
SATaTcTeh STAhHHTSIETE Tidwe Tt ATeafd |l

Holding up a ball of fresh butter, a gopi called the little boy, the younger brother of Balarama, who was restless in the play of

glances, saying "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

fafaaguRonfeRmsITafE FemaeReR |
TeT Y TSI TMifdwe e ATedfa Il

O tongue, royal swan in the lotus of my mouth, lovely with the ornaments of many-colored syllables, always say upon your stage

at the tip of my mouth "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

HeTiAEE FAPNUIE T+ ga= FHARHI |
IR HaT LT fds rHTee Areafd i

Yashoda joyfully called to the child seated on her lap and held close, drinking at her breast, the one beloved of Lakshmi:
"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 11

ShIS-IH-TSTHICS] & FH ag&: UYuTerdTer: |
T AT USlgTd o0t TMiae QrHIGE Arerdfd ||

Yashoda lovingly called her own son Krishna, who was playing inside the cowherd village with the herders' boys of his own age:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"
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TN MG THUGUTRIA HIeH T |

TS T Fa-qeisit Md=s e Areafa |l

As Yashoda tied him tight to the mortar with a cow's neck rope, the eater of butter wept softly: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

(ST Ul ShgUTeh(eTetled 11Ul Tatcdl Fa=taiierH |
ST TOTAH =13 TS SHICE AT (e |

In her own courtyard a gopi took the ball of butter from the boy who was busy playing with her bangles, and rubbed his eyes with

her palm, saying "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 14

T8 e TMUaEeherT: 4 fAfdiar gHarant |
quaT AT vsft e Mg gmiteR Areafa

In every house the companies of cowherd wives gather together and daily recite the holy names "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

HERH FEATHH faraTer qRAaUMETEH |
TSR Midw gHTeR Argafd |

At the foot of the mandara tree, lovely of face, filling the flute at his bimba-red lips with music, standing among the cows,
cowherds and gopis, is the one called "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 16

I MATSTRTAHT Tl TN AR A |
T TTeadie Fegeet Mias areiet Areatd i

Rising in the last part of the night, the gopis remember the childhood play of Yashoda's son and, churning the curd, sing aloud

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

SEENSY T FAIArIvEl g ARier fafafheaadt |

3979 O 98 & IR 7o grHTee Areafd |

A lump of butter had been eaten or given away, and Yashoda at home, in doubt, said, "Tell the truth, O Murari, Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"
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a1t 11 gafdr yggumvaTen g = |
A=Y ATy THTIHAT Tifdwe e Araafd i

Having done worship in the house, a young woman whose love had swelled into a flood churned the curd, and the gopis with

their friends sang "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

Fafad T aferguiurs Fferer 7=f gadt ggmar |
e T+ fafae sAfa M e Araafa 1l

Once at dawn a young woman, setting the churning stick in a pot full of curd and gazing at Mukunda, sang many kinds of
songs: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

HISTAR SIS seTTY fed ool Si It aemaT |
SATSfead UHaRedreft Mfdw e Argafd I

Yashoda, the loving mother, her eyes brimming with love, called her son, who was absorbed in play, to come for his meal and
bath: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

@ e = fawo] qafsee g o |
AT T FeTi TTawG QIHIGE ATEafd I

The chief divine seers and sages took refuge in Vishnu as he rested at ease in his abode, and through the names "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava" they become one with Achyuta.

faera Fgmeuiied o e fan = v |
IEE qUGT= e M g ATeafd I

Leaving sleep at daybreak and finishing their duties, the foremost of the learned recite daily at the close of the Veda "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

geaTa- TOTOTTSY T faetierT Mg aanTaaT |
Yt SR ATt Mide Qe Areafa

In Vrindavan the cowherds and gopis, seeing Radha worn by separation from Govinda, sang with tear-filled eyes "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"
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VERSE 24

THTAISETATAT J Mg aTone qwf Fie |
TR UTfOTde 7= Mid=< MG Areafd ||

The cows had gone out to graze at dawn, so that he might guard them Yashoda gently woke her son with the palm of her hand,

saying "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 25

EEIGNIKIECRARENICIG IS P INE L G
T qEUTT T Yot TMfde arereg Jreafd |

Sages whose long hair shines like coral, their bodies purified by living on air, water and leaves, recite at the roots of the trees

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

T4 SaToTT faRETRT Y- TS e FHeTfAuerdH T4 |

fagy doslt &g W G fd= arHige JArgafd i

Speaking thus, the women of Vraja, sorely tormented by separation and with their minds fixed on Krishna, cast off all shyness
and wept aloud in sweet voices "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

T FaTTHTOTSeRe S[eh adT aratag wgT |
3TTGehre, FoTd g, T T aTHTeR ATerafd |l

Once a gopi set about teaching the parrot in its jeweled cage to speak: "O root of bliss, moon of Vraja, Krishna, Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

MacHdTel: [RAYeRTRTE TeTaHRISTGAdTed |
3ara HiaT e el Midw< qHiee Jrgafd i

Holding by the chin the lotus-eyed boy, who was tying up his childish side-locks among the young calf-herds, his mother said

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

YTdehTel aRaead e TRETue gaa=gusT: |
TR RATAIREATATE =g QHTaE ATeafd |l

At dawn the bands of cowherds, carrying staffs of cane to guard the cows, called to the endless, primeval Lord: "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

ASTROBHAVA - www.astrobhava.com - support@astrobhava.com - +91 96295 55442




STEAT HITCTHEAT el hFTETdHIE |
TATEATIHR[ec T TMTdS GG ATeafa ||

When Murari leapt from the kadamba tree into the lake to subdue Kaliya, the cowherd women and the cowherds ran there and

cried out "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

SHIATHTY TSI GpeaeTaicHare Hei uide: |
Tl | URSIIATHTY i areiet Areafd i

When Mukunda, having met Akrura, entered Mathura for the festival of the bow, the citizens hailed him, "He is victorious!", and
called "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

HHW A U At garaTdrg agLaY |
S 1YY WaTe A Tifawa qriay ATgafd ||

When the two sons of Vasudeva were led away from Vrindavan by Kamsa's messenger, a gopi wept in the middle of her house:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 33

TR HIIANTeG, FIS] FeTara= e |
TFS~ UTY MYET Mid< e ATeafa

Hearing that Yashoda's little son was caught by the serpent Kaliya in the lake, the cowherd girls rolled on the path, crying

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

P YA FFeaAT A (e |
ST et TMoaTaT TMfdws gHiee Jrgafd

Seeing the lord of the Yadu line leaving for Mathura in Akrura's chariot, the cowherd girls, in the pain of parting, said "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 35

Tohea, MUT AT FO -1 HHA AT |

et elcdeTeE-TedT Midee ariee ATeafd I

At the edge of the lotus grove, lying on a bed of flowers and bereft of Krishna, a gopi wept with eyes like full-blown blue lotuses:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"
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HTATUqet giRardHToT A UfaeT faeery M |
3TNT i UTerd fasg=mer Mifaes grle? Areafa |l

Hemmed in by her mother and father, a gopi went into the house and lamented, "Come and protect me, O Lord of the universe,

Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

FaTa-TE ERATS] LA MUY T 11U 9 A |
TATAGEATSfAvATEdTag Tifd= IS ATedfd Il

Learning that Hari was in Vrindavan, a gopi hurried to the forest at night; not finding him even there, she cried out in great fear
"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

& A1 e s A fsom: yaet wat: |
a fAfSd aeraat aeifa M gmie araafa

The verse says that mortals who, even lying at ease in their own homes, speak the names of Vishnu, "Govinda, Damodara,

Madhava", surely become one with him.

1 Amefinaca qHt S Mid=gfaanTaand |
FE Theelcera [a=1] Mides HIG ATgafd |

Seeing lotus-eyed Radha worn by separation from Govinda, her friend wept with eyes like blossoming lotuses: "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

oI To=t epfvren & O fed ot o aerf |
STTUTAT TERTEIRIOT Tawg arvia Heafd |

O tongue, knower of tastes, lover of sweetness, | tell you what is true, good for you and highest: recite these sweet syllables,

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

ST feheATTAIgd ST fafehedeh defae) aef |
GHRATIIITLIS ST Midw< ST ATgafd 1|

Knowers of the Veda say that the physician who cures the final disease of all people, the seed that destroys the threefold

suffering of worldly life, is "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava."
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ATATT TSI AT, TALHUISTOTTY i |
Tehe AAL AT ST e TR ATeafd

When Ramachandra, at his father's command, went to the forest with Lakshmana and Sita, Rama's own mother cried out

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

Uk GQUSehahT-T=Td AT =TT GRIHHRUT |

AT dgreheg=a=TeT Mfdwe ey Argafa

Carried off alone from the depths of the Dandaka forest by ten-headed Ravana, Sita, who had no other protector, cried out

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

TG STehTcST AT fafemaawdt gfe ITmeae |
SIS HdT AT UTf Mo e JTeafd |

Separated from Rama, Sita, the daughter of Janaka, holding Rama's form in her heart, wept: "O Lord of the Raghus, protect me,

Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

TiTe fIoT gL YRR GEgrEed! |
Be HaT g THgHed Midw grtee Areafd

"Be gracious, O Vishnu, lord of the Raghu line, cause of the joy and sorrow of gods and demons", so Sita wept in the midst of the

ocean: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 46

sl AeTTalaurel fagefafarreaneday: |
T Toteg) faRt STTe, Midwe gmiee Areafa

His foot seized by the crocodile under the water, and all his kin having abandoned him, Gajendra the king of elephants cried out

with all his strength "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

EeasT: Uggal aael I dere Tua-aHA |
QUATH AT Eeotawd TMaws QIHIGE ATEafd I

King Hamsadhvaja, with Shankha, saw his son falling into the cauldron, chanting the holy names of Hari: "Govinda, Damodara,
Madhava!"
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SATaE! AU FHWT AT FTeTald BRI |
= WA HAHT e Mid=g arte Argafd

Hearing the words of Durvasa, Draupadi, then living in the forest, turned to the Lord; and in her mind she called on him who

dwells within: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

2T el AR et afaaquiiisTas |
FHEI BRI T GG ATEafd I

He who is always meditated on by yogis, the immeasurable one, remover of care, the wish-granting parijata tree for those who
think of him, dark blue as if made of musk, is "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava."

TIRGY Ufddisme Higrequl fasamfeaw |
Faers 79 gfe faso Mifaws qreteR Areafa o

I have fallen into the bottomless well of worldly life, full of the blindness of delusion and scorched by the objects of the senses;
0 Vishnu, give me the support of your hand: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

@ I 79 <fe fig I9mTd qUseRr Fard |

FATANG T GHIFRAT A5 GHIG ATEA I

O tongue, of you alone | ask this: when Death, the bearer of the rod, arrives, you must say sweetly and with true devotion

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VoI H A fole W= g AeE |
U UoTed TMifas grHiee Jreafd ||

O tongue, knower of tastes, for release from the bonds of worldly life, take up this easy and delightful mantra chanted by Vyasa

and the other sages: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

TaTe defter FufAw eiher AT 9w |

I 9 Fdad TawS e ATeafd |

"0 Gopala, bearer of the flute, ocean of beauty, Lord of the worlds, Narayana, friend of the lowly", always say aloud "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"
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IR Ted ST Graor A1 F0Tey FATEAfor |
AT AR TG Qe Heafd I

O tongue, always worship in this way the beautiful, heart-stealing names of Krishna, which destroy the distress of every devotee:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

Tfaee A= &Y IR TMawS M~ T FoT |
Tifaws Mfdwe TgTOr Mg grHteR Areafa I

Govinda, Govinda, Hari, Murari; Govinda, Govinda, Mukunda, Krishna; Govinda, Govinda, bearer of the discus; Govinda,

Damodara, Madhaval!

gEEEH faeHa 9R gEaaH fagha 199 |

e faeia ST Mfd=s iR Areafd 1l

When happiness ends, this alone is the essence; when sorrow ends, this alone is to be sung; when the body ends, this alone is
to be repeated: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 57

gaRaTad URTel Fo0T Tifta offdr g e HARIA |
FHT YTAeT AT SJgTd TMiawa arre Argafd ||

Receiving the harsh summons that could not be refused, Draupadi, frightened like a doe, somehow entered the assembly and

called in her mind "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

SfTeS0T LR MG MUt el =ref fasom |
e femamaiaea Tifdw qmiee Argafd i

O Shri Krishna, beloved of Radha, lord of Gokula, Gopala, lord of Govardhana, Vishnu! O tongue, drink only this nectar: "Govinda,
Damodara, Madhava!"

sfterer fa R fasmd siqaehimar et |
o fewanaidea Mia= amrer Aeafd ||

O Lord of Shri, Lord of the universe, whose form is the universe, son of Devaki, enemy of the demons! O tongue, drink only this
nectar: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"
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MU HERUT g TeHId Hd arged |
e femamyaiaea Mid< gmieR Areafa |

O Lord of the gopis, enemy of Kamsa, Mukunda, husband of Lakshmi, Keshava, Vasudeva! O tongue, drink only this nectar:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 61

‘II“I(\I\YI"II((%IQQ'N a@QT AHRVTIRV A hdHdR] |
18 e aiaea Tifaw e Areafa Il

O delight of the gopis, lord of Vraja, who entered the forest to graze the cows! O tongue, drink only this nectar: "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

ITOST fIsqmR he R d3Us TRTIUT FhuTol |
fSre fiaearaaaed M= amiex Areafa i

O Lord of life, sustainer of the universe, enemy of Kaitabha, Vaikuntha, Narayana, bearer of the discus! O tongue, drink only this
nectar: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

T IR AYEETE 9 HAmeR qEum |

forR feramaidea Mfaw e Aeafa I

O Hari, Murari, Madhusudana, primal one, Shri Rama, husband of Sita, enemy of Ravana! O tongue, drink only this nectar:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

TG eRTSTTeT T gEEHGeT |

e femamaiaea Tifdw qmiee Argafd i

O lord of the Yadavas, lifter of the mountain, lotus-eyed one, skilled in giving joy to cows, cowherds and gopis! O tongue, drink
only this nectar: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 65

ERE NI U EEAERERIGICRER
R feramaidea Mfaw e ARt I

0 you who took a cowherd's guise to lift the burden of the earth, and in your play made Shesha your brother! O tongue, drink only
this nectar: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

ASTROBHAVA - www.astrobhava.com - support@astrobhava.com - +91 96295 55442




VERSE 66

FRISERTETERETHRI HquIadiaaTaas |
e femamyaiaea Mid< gmieR Areafa |

O slayer of Baki, Baka, Aghasura and Dhenuka, skilled in destroying Keshi and Trinavarta! O tongue, drink only this nectar:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

SSTTeR ST IHdwg, FRITERR YRATNIeT |

R feramaidea Mfaw e Aeafa I

O life of Shri Janaki, Ramachandra, enemy of the night-roaming demons, elder brother of Bharata! O tongue, drink only this
nectar: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

TRV &< JIHE TRTGaTHTer & Tl |
fSre fiaearaaaed M= amiex Areafa i

O Narayana, Ananta, Hari, Narasimha, remover of Prahlada's affliction, O merciful one! O tongue, drink only this nectar: "Govinda,

Damodara, Madhava!"

VERSE 69

ATATH TR ATHEY YT IHadd 4y |
e fUeam e Tifaw e Areafd i

0 you who in play took the human form of Rama, and by your valor made all kings your servants! O tongue, drink only this

nectar: "Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"

oftgpeuT TMifarg &R TR & AT AR AT |

e femamaiaea Tifdw qmiee Argafd i

O Shri Krishna, Govinda, Hari, Murari, O Lord Narayana, Vasudeva! O tongue, drink only this nectar: "Govinda, Damodara,
Madhava!"

Forg RIS 7 afery HIFag! ST HEAT TSI |
o fewanaidea Mia= amrer Aeafd ||

Though able to speak, no one speaks these names; alas, how bent people are on their own ruin! O tongue, drink only this nectar:

"Govinda, Damodara, Madhava!"
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fa sfifocarngamamdioRid sirifareamiceedrs Trguiy ||

Thus ends the Shri Govinda Damodara Stotram composed by Shri Bilvamangalacharya.

READ IT ON ITS PAGE

The Govinda Damodara Stotram with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more
scripts: astrobhava.com/mantra/govinda-damodara-stotram/
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THE GOVINDASHTAKAM HOMAM, IN YOUR NAME
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