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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)

Three meditation verses on Kali's form, followed by the eight verses of praise, each closing on the

same refrain.

TAGEFTHUSTAA I HUSHTAT HErHIRTET GagT e |

IaeaT SHAHTAT Hardonsit FETehTAeh TG AT Shlfeichat |l

With a garland of severed heads dripping blood about her neck, roaring most terribly, fierce with great fangs, unclothed,
dwelling in the cremation ground, her hair loose: this is Kalika, intent on union with Mahakala.

YIamHGH RRISTE qyTT 9 qergriswd d 999 |
GAEATSTY Jg&T WA Tdseragerhad] rardraT ||

In her two left hands she holds a severed head and a sword, and in her two right hands she shows the gestures of granting
boons and of fearlessness. Slender-waisted yet full-breasted and bending under their weight, the two corners of her mouth

glistening with blood, her face wears a gentle smile.

MagrghUTIacdr Gonell TSI TRdehanrsd |
raTRRASATEET AT g eSSt |

Two corpses are her ear ornaments, her hair is lovely, and she wears a single girdle made of the hands of the dead. Seated on a
couch shaped like a corpse, she shines forth while jackals howl on all four sides.

farsaafedaTesrred OIS HHRTE Shiell TLTHT 99d; |

TG T GG WAl WeY el = fawaiwd &ar: ||

The three gods beginning with Brahma became foremost, holding the three gunas, by worshipping Kali. You are without
beginning, the origin of the gods, of sacrifice and of worldly existence; yet even the gods do not know your true form.

SR araTiend GecdiNuiersEeRuia |
TaAR foheaTeH1d ey @ = fawgf 3ar

She is the enchantress of the world and the one who gives power of speech; she nourishes friends and destroys enemies. She

silences speech and drives foes away; even the gods do not know your true form.
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2 iaTEl U Fhedde! ST AT Jmef Uhaid |
T Fardt Wadifa fied et @de = fawefa 3am

She bestows heaven and is a wish-fulfilling creeper; she brings the desires of the heart to true fulfilment, and so those who

worship her are always made complete. Even the gods do not know your true form.

AT GHAFARIT ddcdred garavad |

SIS qugT @&y @ard 7 famaf=t <@ ||

Intoxicated with the divine drink, loving toward her true devotees, you always reveal yourself in a shining, purified heart; through

the nectar of japa, meditation and worship the mire of sin is washed away. Even the gods do not know your true form.

R 50 H-gH~ ARGl [CTHTYSSI oA |

T el gl g W@ed @dd | fawafa &G 1l

Your form is the root of consciousness and bliss, softly smiling, radiant like the light of ten million autumn moons, shining in

the hearts of sages and poets; yet even the gods do not know your true form.

HETHeRTA! GRarTy T Shalfag fafsefag i |
T ST 7 9T 7 HHEIGAN e e = [ 2

Dark as a great rain cloud, and at times deep red or white, of wondrous forms, you are Yogamaya. You are neither a girl nor old,

nor driven by desire; even the gods do not know your true form.

SHTATYRTY HER[ATd 7T clehHed Uehmiidhd o |

T4 LAY AU HaTd ey @ard 7 fawgf= <am 1l

Forgive my offence: out of restlessness, though purified by meditation on you, | have revealed your deeply hidden nature in the
midst of the world. Even the gods do not know your true form.
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TS LAY U6g Il HTSHEIG] Heellch [ALITell Haw |
Te aTEfAtgHd A1y e wWed @dd = fawef am 1l

The verse says that whoever recites this with meditation becomes renowned in all the worlds, has the eight siddhis in his home,

and attains liberation after death. Even the gods do not know your true form.

Zfd s geamdiaiad shiefiemed grgufT |

Thus ends the Kalika Ashtakam composed by Shri Shankaracharya.

READ IT ON ITS PAGE

The Kali Ashtakam with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more scripts:

astrobhava.com/mantra/kali-ashtakam/
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‘ [ THE KALI HOMAM, IN YOUR NAME

At our Yagna Ashram, telecast live - astrobhava.com/product/kali-homa/
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