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KALTI CHALISA

Traditional
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THE COMPLETE HYMN - HINDI (DEVANAGARI)

An opening doha, forty chaupais and a closing doha, in the north-Indian Hindi wording most

often sung today.

EEZID
ST ShieTHeTE0T, AFRHT 3T 37UT |
Afew A e, 3g 373 STUR )

Victory to Kali, who removes the impurity of the Kali age; your greatness is unfathomable and boundless. Kalika, slayer of the
buffalo demon Mahisha, grant boundless fearlessness.

R /g 7 fHere & |
HUSHTA et digd AT I

You destroy the pride and arrogance of enemies; a lovely garland of severed heads adorns your neck.

CHAUPAI 2

TSI @GS AT |
e ST H faE |

Eight-armed Mother, giver of happiness, you are famed in the world as the crusher of the wicked.

HTeT faITed fgpe Bid BTt |
Y H <fter 0 1A

A crown shines in splendour on your broad forehead, and one hand holds the severed head of an enemy.

3ot g1 felq g et |
BT e Algd oTe ||

Your second hand holds a cup of madhu (sweet drink), and a spear gleams in your third hand.

CHAUPAI 5

Y GUR W X U |
ELRENGRIEEKESICH]

The fourth hand holds a skull-bowl and the fifth a sword; with the trident in the sixth you test the strength of enemies.
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CHAUPAI 6

T & GHehd 379 TN |
LT 3T HId T |

In your seventh hand a fine sword flashes; Mother, your beauty is wondrous.

CHAUPAI 7

3T T Herd 9 2[dT |
ST HETE30T 9 I JIT |

Your eighth hand grants boons to devotees; Mother, this form of yours captivates the heart of the world.

R | TR HaTHT |
fafeT & Fdt-gfa @ o

Bhavani, you are devoted to your devotees; seers, sages and the wise repeat your name day and night.

Heerford AT gt Gt |
EEINIGEEIEL

Great Shakti, exceedingly mighty and pure, you alone are Kali and you alone are Sita.

gfad arfiol § 57 uTeres |

HeTolt ITdt el HTeTh I

You lift up the fallen and sustain the world; auspicious one, you destroy the line of the sinful.

CHAUPAI 11

Y &1 = Urad U |
T €7 T 3 T

Even Shesha and Indra cannot reach the end of your glory; once you took the form of Gauri.
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TH FH T HAfe ol |
faferaa o< sreraeT g |l

There is no giver equal to you; devotees worship you with due rites.

FY Y T A 41 |
T hiveg HBIT Il

When you took on a terrifying form, you crushed the wicked and destroyed them.

1 e ATd TR |
STl & dehe e ||

Mother, you have many names, and you have removed the troubles of your devotees.

CHAUPAI 15

el o HEY HAUT g1 |

g YT I T et |

You take away the pains and afflictions of the Kali age; you release from the fear of worldly existence and bring what is

auspicious.

TigHT 3T 9 FLU S |
ARE YRS YR T UG 1|

Your greatness is beyond reach; the Vedas sing your fame, and even Narada and Sharada cannot find its end.

Y W YR d&2! 5F 9 |

T d9 gH Ul Heddl ||

Whenever the burden on the earth grew heavy, then, Mother, you appeared.
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i TS 9T T |
frufafed wa dee smar 1

You are the first and the beginningless, giver of the boon of fearlessness, known to the whole world as the rescuer from the

troubles of existence.

CHAUPAI 19

HUR 1 TR il |
I FaT 314 R gl Il

Whoever took your name in an evil hour, you always gave them the boon of fearlessness.

T o3 gfcl AT R |
HTeT Y A AR AT 1

The Vedas, Shesha and Indra meditate on you, beholding your guise as Time (Kala) itself.

SFHelaT HRY T TR |
IRk f&a &9 e am ol

Kalua Bhairon is at your side, taking on a fearsome form against enemies.

Jach R T&d AT |

Y o
1S STHT ATRATRIRT I

Your servant Langur stays before you, and the sixty-four yoginis obey your command.

3T & g i g |
QMR T A 4TS I

In the Treta age you came for the sake of Rama and destroyed the army of ten-headed Ravana.
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TAT T0T BT W AT |

TR HiG-Hool F & I

You played the extraordinary game of battle and filled your cup with flesh and marrow.

g T ARY I W |
[ERIRICCRECATS kool

Seeing your fierce form, the demons fled, leaving their own homes behind.

qs UG dHd g ST |
ST fasT ht 9 S |

Then such fury rose in you that you forgot the difference between your own people and strangers.

Y TTeTeh @y LR 3T |

E ek T T €T ||

Seeing this, Shankara came as a child, blocked your path and threw himself at your feet.

T 9@ Site e 7 ag |
I8t ¥ yaferd € 71 |

Then your tongue came out of your mouth; Mother, this is the form that is known everywhere.

eIl AW AE 9T |
Hifed forT et T2-=1e0 11

The arrogance of Mahishasura grew great, and he tormented all men and women.
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FHBUT JhR T Wk T |

R fAeras fod SH-5= &6t 1l

You heard the pitiful cry of your devotees, and came to take away the pain of every person.

aq gt AT 99 9ar |

1 9T |f Afey fastdr |

Then you appeared with your own army, and, Mother, you came to be called the conqueror of Mahisha.

¥ g & B AT
TH GH ST &R 13 ATl I

You slew Shumbha and Nishumbha in an instant; there is no one in the world like you.

A HYERI I 3 o |
TS T vad [Ada & 1l

You crush the pride of the hosts of the wicked and always help devotees in distress.

& g & fa Tar |
q1d AaifSd %l JaT |

The verse says that the humble and destitute who serve you daily receive the reward they desire.

The B ST AR HE |
3% ¥ AT JH B3 I

Those who remember you in trouble, Mother, you take away their suffering.
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O Hied STt shiefel T |
e S i ekl a1 |

The verse says that those who sing your glory with love gain release from the bonds of worldly existence.

STl ITeATET St UGl |
eI fo] d4 Tgel |l

The verse says that those who read the Kali Chalisa rise, free of bonds, to the heavenly world.

CHAUPAI 38

3T g &3 SITewT |
i T A7 forat faewa

Look upon me with a merciful glance, Mother of the world; why, Mother, have you delayed?

g I WA TEaTe! |

STafd STafd et hente ||

Mother, protect your devotees; victory, victory to Kali, Kankali.

Tgeh S T 3T |

fRTTE i TROT TR 1

This servant is humble, without a protector and unskilled; with devotion, he takes refuge in you.

=3
U Iigd Sl e, Flelt AT urs |
fawehl Q& AT, 81T Hehed ST 313 |

The verse says that whoever recites the Kali Chalisa with love has every wish fulfilled and enjoys all the splendour of the world.
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READ IT ON ITS PAGE

The Kali Chalisa with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more scripts:

hava.com/mantra/kali-chalisa/
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