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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)

As it is chanted in South India: the Taittiriya Aranyaka text (3.12), followed by the Uttara

Narayana ('3.1;).

Lot qew: edner geaurd |
T S fasa g srafaseger |

The Purusha, the cosmic person, has a thousand heads, a thousand eyes and a thousand feet. Covering the earth on every side,

he extends beyond it by the breadth of ten fingers.

&Y TaS Ha Tgdl T 9o |
SATIAERIRT: AR |

The Purusha alone is all this, whatever has been and whatever is yet to be. He is the lord of immortality, and of all that grows by
food.

TATa-E HiGHT Al Saraie g |
urerseT faa o[ Brarezamyd fafa

Such is his greatness, and the Purusha is greater still. All beings are one quarter of him; three quarters of him are the immortal

in heaven.

VERSE 4

FruTged I TSRS SHAT: |
qdl fasageaehmg FiEmERE A |

With three quarters the Purusha rose upward; one quarter of him came into being here again. From there he spread out in every

direction, into what eats and what does not eat.

OIS favrsr 37fe g |
G S sTcfeead qrgEael 9%

From him Viraj, the shining expanse, was born, and from Viraj the Purusha. As soon as he was born he reached beyond the earth,
behind it and before it.
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TSI EfIWT AT A |
T FTEATHGSIH HTo 3o ARgfar ||

When the gods performed the sacrifice with the Purusha as the offering, spring was its clarified butter, summer its fuel and

autumn its oblation.

HeareTa-uie: 3 qed affey: Far |

AT eIt AT ATEFYES UL |

Seven were the enclosing sticks of this sacrifice and thrice seven the sticks of fuel, when the gods, performing the sacrifice,
bound the Purusha as the offering.

T It STE e g Saeud: |
AT a1 ST TTeAT sy I 1|

On the sacred grass they consecrated that sacrifice, the Purusha born in the beginning. With him the gods, the Sadhyas and the

seers performed the sacrifice.

VERSE 9

qEHTEATHAGA: TRd JuaSaH |
T[Tk AT ARTATATRTG T I

From that sacrifice, in which everything was offered, the clarified butter mixed with curd was gathered. He made the creatures

of the air and the animals of the forest and the village.

THTERATCHEE: R FHT SAieiY |

ERAIERSIR I S RN RS ey Ll

From that sacrifice, in which everything was offered, the verses of praise (Rik) and the chants (Saman) were born. The metres

were born from it, and the sacrificial formulas (Yajus) were born from it.

AT IS I oh AT |
AT § STiiY AT AHTSSIT ST |

From it were born horses and all animals with teeth in both jaws. Cattle were born from it, and from it were born goats and

sheep.
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YTy HGY: HiqYT FheddH |

g fohA e ol 91 HIgE TIGg=Ad I

When they divided the Purusha, into how many parts did they arrange him? What was his mouth, what were his arms, and what

are his thighs and feet called?

STRIUTIST GEHTHI §Tg AST: e |
FF TS T2 T G AT I

The Brahmana was his mouth; the Rajanya was made his arms. His thighs became the Vaishya, and from his feet the Shudra

was born.

T HT HE! ST &t AT ST |
HETerg = UTOTgRIESTad ||

The moon was born from his mind, and the sun from his eye. Indra and Agni came from his mouth, and Vayu, the wind, from his
breath.

e AT Gateerd ffeu &l FHadd |
Tt YATERT ST qe et STeheud I

From his navel came the middle air, and from his head the sky took shape. From his feet came the earth and from his ear the

directions; in this way they ordered the worlds.

JeTEHd IS HET=H STMeadut aHesg um |
Haffor surfor fafaer e AT Farsiyag ae=d |

I know this great Purusha, radiant as the sun, beyond all darkness. The wise one, having fashioned all forms and given them

names, abides, calling them by those names.

1A qREATEGISTER {16kt WIAg-oiaTeass |
o fagrHd 38 Watd 1= gwT S faerd

He whom Dhata, the Creator, proclaimed in the beginning, and whom Shakra (Indra), knowing him, proclaimed in all four

directions: one who knows him thus becomes immortal even here. There is no other path to that goal.
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VERSE 18

T TAHASIA <aT: dTieT EHTfO7 FerHT=ATe |
d & Teh AfeHT: Ta= I d AT 9i=d oar: |

Through sacrifice the gods worshipped the sacrifice; these were the first ordinances. Those great ones attained the heavenly

vault, where the ancient Sadhyas, the gods, dwell.

T GRa: gfered T fasgerwur: HHadante |

T @ faaeguiid e fasg == |

He came forth from the waters and from the essence of the earth, and arose from Vishvakarman, the maker of all. Tvashta goes
on shaping his form; that was the origin of the whole world of the Purusha in the beginning.

THd fagrd 38 Wafd A= U= faerdsa=mT |

I know this great Purusha, radiant as the sun, beyond darkness. One who knows him thus becomes immortal even here; there is

no other path to that goal.

TSI REd T 3Tt ASTHT SgeT fasad |
T T Rt A 78T vt~ auws 1|

Prajapati moves within the womb; though unborn, he is born in many forms. The wise know his source; the creators seek the

station of Marichi and the other seers.

1 399 STdtd dT AT Gafeer: |
gt At AT STa TH S e ||

He who shines for the gods, who is the foremost priest of the gods, who was born before the gods: salutation to that radiant one,

born of Brahman.

& el SHI: &dT 37 qgga |
&I STeron faeTd aer <ar St an |l

Bringing forth that radiant one born of Brahman, the gods said at the beginning: the brahmana who knows you thus will have

the gods under his sway.
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i o Terite et e uH |

TFEIATIOT FUH AT A |

38 TfAwToT 37 #isTor 9 A"fAWT ||

Hri (modesty) and Lakshmi are your two consorts; day and night are your two sides. The stars are your form, and the two Ashvins

your open mouth. Grant what we desire; grant us that; grant us everything.
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The Purusha Suktam with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more scripts:
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