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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)

Three meditation verses, the 27-verse armour, the three-part prose mantra and sixteen closing

Verses that Cnd tl’lC Bhadr:lyu CpiSOdC.

DHYANAM 1

I bow to Shambhu, the consort of Uma, with adamantine fangs and three eyes, dark-throated, the subduer of foes, thousand-
armed and exceedingly fierce.

DHYANAM 2

BTG UTAH HIGUSTTH: TR I I HEYATIgugs |
TSATER URUS aXH=INIST & |l Uufd RO satel ||

With rudraksha bracelets shining on both forearms and the three lines of white ash drawn across the forehead, reciting the five-
syllable king of mantras, meditate always on Pashupati and take refuge in him.

T T FEYRIOT FrsaTateE ufas |
STAYE F AU g 9 e fedE d |
Next, for your good, | shall tell you the armour of Shiva: the secret of all the Puranas, pure, removing the whole flood of sins,

granting victory and releasing from every calamity.

T Heled Tyt eRe |
J8 fRaHd g HeRaTeR JuTH |

Rishabha said: Bowing to Mahadeva, the Lord who pervades the universe, | shall describe the armour made of Shiva, which gives
people protection in every way.

LA AR FHTHAT TR dreT: |
Rrafat STt faamera |

Seated in a clean place on a properly prepared seat, with the senses mastered and the breath controlled, one should meditate
on the imperishable Shiva.
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EYUEIHI-RHATAE TASTHT HATCATHISTHIRA |
et FEFHA-HTE EATIASHE HeH |l

One should meditate on Mahesha, seated within the lotus of the heart, who fills the expanse of the sky with his own radiance,

beyond the senses, subtle, endless, the first, made of supreme bliss.

HEYATRI A feH=afm==dr: |
S RATIGHIRATHT A Ficehaa= T8I ||

Having shaken off all the bonds of karma through meditation, the mind long immersed in the bliss of consciousness, and the

self composed by placing the six syllables on the body, one should make protection with the armour of Shiva.

Hi UTq QarsRIAeadTeT HEREY Ufd THR |
qaT feed ae=e YAIg 3 Sand glaem i

May the God who is the self of all the gods protect me, fallen into the deep well of worldly existence. May his divine name, the

root of the finest mantras, shake off all the sin lodged in my heart.

a1 A e7q faarfdseiaHaT-<a=T 3ETeTT |
HUTRUTATLITerveh: | S9 U WG |l

May he whose form is the universe, made of light, dense with bliss, whose self is consciousness, guard me everywhere. May that

Lord, the One, subtler than the atom yet of vast power, protect me from every fear.

VERSE 7

a1 yEaEqur fawfd fas urare sRfiRensefd: |
FISYT TEYOT 0T BT Hosila Hisaq Hi ST ||

May Girisha of the eight forms, who bears the world in the form of the earth, protect me from the earth. May he who in the form
of the waters gives life to people protect me from the waters.
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HEUTIET YT STeaT Haifor At A f¥efiet: |
G FIASGISaq A qar-atceHiaeraared arard ||

May Kalarudra, who at the end of the aeon burns all the worlds and dances in boundless play, protect me from forest fire, from

the terror of storms and the like, and from every torment.

ST g cehrehTa Tl fagmarrfifdesrarior: |
IqEEAISY T U fId Terg AmsTEd |l

May Tatpurusha, four-faced and three-eyed, shining like blazing lightning and gold, holding the book of knowledge, the gestures

of boon and fearlessness, and an axe, guard me ceaselessly in the east.

FORAATZAUTIARUTACHRTGTITTEHT |
IgHE! Fersfafes urmeER fafr aferorem i

May Aghora, four-faced, dark blue in hue and three-eyed, holding an axe, the Veda, a goad, a noose, a trident, a skull, a drum and

a rosary, protect me in the southern direction.

FrargUgEhHICHTAHTH deT&THTATIRAIYATS: |
S eTAqder ISTHTE: TensfEaTarsaq #f Fedteam

May Sadyojata, gleaming like jasmine, the moon, the conch and crystal, marked with the Veda, the rosary and the gestures of

boon and fearlessness, three-eyed, four-faced and mighty, protect me in the west.

TITHATATHICGEKT: TRISTchouTeh HTaUT: |
Bl aTeaqy@! 7 UrTgaret i ameds |l

May Vamadeva, holding the boon gesture, a rosary, the gesture of fearlessness and a chisel, coloured like the filaments of a

lotus, three-eyed and with four handsome faces, protect me in the northern direction.

TR TGRS UTCTGFpT&Fh [T OT: |
Hagfd: Tsaq@ISaarTHI Fed TRHTET ||

May Ishana, white in lustre, five-faced, the supreme light, holding the Veda, the gestures of fearlessness and boon, a goad, a

chisel, a noose, a skull,a drum, a rosary and a trident, protect me from above.
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HeAHeATH TgHif e HHTeATE W |
T HATATEHERT AT Tl T8Tq fasgrer |

May the moon-crested one protect my head, and the one with an eye on his forehead protect my forehead. May the one who took

away Bhaga's eyes protect my eyes, and may Vishvanatha always guard my nose.

araTegdl A Yforfiqehtid: shuterHeaTcadd uret |

Jo TaT 287 Usadal gl |ar terg dfSiE |l

May he whose fame the Vedas sing protect my ears, and may the skull-bearer always protect my cheeks. May the five-faced one

always guard my mouth, and may he whose tongue is the Veda always guard my tongue.

FUS MARMsaq Hererus: urforgd urq foTeRaTio: |

SHTHATHH YHeTga &I SHHEhISSAT |l

May Girisha the blue-throated protect my throat, and may the bearer of the Pinaka bow protect my two hands. May he whose

arms are dharma protect my shoulders, and may the destroyer of Daksha's sacrifice protect my chest.

HHIGE UTq Fi~ggwaT Hed AR =HeT=hR] |
AT HH UTq AT UrdTeehe! geifeda™t 7 1|

May he whose bow is the king of mountains protect my belly, and the slayer of Madana protect my waist. May the father of

Heramba (Ganesha) protect my navel, and may Lord Dhurjati protect my hips.

$%gd UTq FeRHAT STgd H ST RIS |

STETT YFachqieATcTal HHTATRE-ETE: |l

May the friend of Kubera protect my two thighs, and the Lord of the world protect my two knees. May he whose banner bears the

bull protect my shins, and may he whose feet the gods worship protect my feet.

Hed¥: g feream 7 Hemamsag armed: |
T UTq Jeftaam gueast: urg feAramd |

May Maheshvara protect me in the first watch of the day and Vamadeva in the middle watch. May Tryambaka protect me in the

third watch, and the bull-bannered one in the last watch of the day.
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TrATTARIET QFRILIER /i TETerRT 1erg /i e |
Tt urg FmaEs ggserd Yerq gdenrad i

May the moon-crested one protect me at nightfall and the bearer of the Ganga guard me at midnight. May the husband of Gauri

protect me at the end of the night, and may Mrityunjaya guard me at all times.

=TT TeTq AT Al TATV]: TaT urq e ed 7 |
Ta=Y UTg Ui Ui HaTfrET 87 A FHerd |l

May Shankara guard me when | am indoors, and Sthanu always protect me when | am outside. May the Lord of beings protect
me in between, and may Sadashiva guard me on every side.

[RESECECEERIRRRICE N R R LRI PEIC R
AaqaEtsaq A FwUo Ao urq 19T a

May the sole Lord of the worlds protect me while | stand, and the lord of the Pramathas while | walk. May he who is known
through the Vedanta protect me while | sit, and may the imperishable Shiva protect me while I lie down.

HETY A Te7q ~HcTenus: Aerriegiiy Qe |
FROFATHTICHETIATY TR IGRTa: |

May Nilakantha guard me on the roads, and the enemy of the three cities in mountain passes and other hard places. On long

journeys, such as a stay in the forest, may the mighty hunter of the deer protect me.

FHETIRICIIUCHRU: TpTSaTa A dTUSenIST: |
HRIREfagfHaraars—Tger dRve |

May Virabhadra, whose fury is fierce like the upheaval at the end of the aeon and whose resounding laughter shakes the cosmic
egg, guard me from the great, unstoppable terror of an ocean of fearsome enemy armies.

VERSE 25

T HHTA G TS AT A AT A HTTUTH |
&R AT fRmeret SRgperRyRAT I

May Mrida, with the edge of his terrible axe, cut down a hundred armies of assailants, fearsome with thousands, lakhs, myriads

and crores of foot soldiers, horses, massed elephants and chariots.
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e TR AT IR |
ATHEeigenTe i aaTeacdierer T fUmTeR I

May the trident of the destroyer of Tripura, blazing with the flames of the fire of dissolution, strike down robbers. May the Lord's

bow Pinaka terrify tigers, lions, bears, wolves and other beasts of prey.

GREANgRIEg e Tegf e iagaegdey |
Jardar A ifaraeugTicdeardis TRraq 3 A |

May the Lord of the worlds destroy for me bad dreams, ill omens, misfortune, despondency, famine, harmful habits, unbearable
troubles and disgrace, and also calamities, torments, the fear of poison, affliction from malefic planets and diseases.

36 THT Wad HRAATT FeheTdwalciehld Heheldwd [daRTd Hehelellohdhchsl GehcTciicheh s Hehelellohehaal
ThAA BRI TR chh T a0l Hhe T HhTaTard Hhag dlid st Tehaei e agd
TRAAhRAZIT UAFAEY |

AT o feram e Frrvma e Aeosar Assaga Hega Aagr R
ffar Fersufayamg Heumfavar Frarme Ragggguiyuiatagr<ear wasm-ayeERIdseur |

Om, salutation to Lord Sadashiva, the self of all principles, who moves through all principles; the one maker, sustainer,

destroyer, teacher and witness of all worlds; the secret of all scriptures, giver of all boons, breaker of every sin and pain, who
makes the whole world fearless, the one source of good for all worlds, the moon-crested. Salutation to him who shines eternally
in himself, beyond qualities, beyond compare, formless, beyond appearance, free from disease, beyond the world of plurality,
spotless, beyond pairs of opposites, unattached, pure, without origin, whose glory is eternal and incomparable, without support,
the non-dual, ever pure, awakened and complete Existence-Consciousness-Bliss, whose form is the light of supreme peace.
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SIS HETSg HeRIG HETddR GraaldaRul HelHd HIeTHd heul-qHiid HuTaHTeTeR

GG T TR T AT U e TR S U U AR e A U o TR R [UE T Tk er i
Ulch<Hed liislfiglchilﬂ |

AT R ThTRASEITUSHUSH AMSEHUSH ANIGER ARldad AN aHeR Fgsord v HARI=Ih
faeurer fassR fasey guvares faweyuoT faydigE Tddl 287 38 A Saesad |

Victory, victory to you, great Rudra, most fierce, who came as Virabhadra, who tears apart the forest fire of sorrow; great

Bhairava, Kala Bhairava, Bhairava of the aeon's end, wearer of a garland of skulls; whose thousand hands are terrible with the
khatvanga staff, sword, shield, noose, goad, drum, trident, bow, arrows, mace, spear, javelin and every other weapon, whose
mouth is dreadful with fangs. You whose wild laughter splits open the cosmic sphere, who wear the king of serpents as earring,
necklace, bracelet and garment; conqueror of death, three-eyed one, destroyer of Tripura, odd-eyed one, Lord of the universe,
whose form is the universe, rider of the bull, adorned with poison, facing every direction: protect me, protect me on all sides;
blaze forth, blaze forth.

HEHIHIHIT G AR ITHIIATCII T [AuaUR I gR9d ARIART 79
srEedeTea (i e P goron R a BRI ag i e e
vty 1ot g=ared g=ared |

iR sfiwasfie oo fagraafages S RIS ERITHH= oIS A9 $oEs A
fRIadhad AT e TNLd THEd THd T7d I

Destroy, destroy the fear of the great death and of untimely death; root out the fear of disease; quell the fear of poison and
snakes; slay the fear of thieves; drive away my enemies; tear them with the trident, split them with the axe, cut them with the
sword, crush them with the khatvanga and the pestle, strike them with arrows. Terrify the rakshasas, put the bhutas to flight,
scare away the kushmandas, vetalas, hosts of plague spirits and brahmarakshasas; make me fearless, comfort me in my terror,
lift me out of the fear of hell, revive me, nourish me in hunger and thirst, gladden me in sorrow, cover me with the armour of
Shiva. O three-eyed Sadashiva, salutation to you, salutation, salutation.

FAdchdd U9 avE ATgd HAT |
REEICIP NG E RG]

Rishabha said: Thus | have spoken this boon-giving armour of Shiva, which calms every affliction and is a secret for all

embodied beings.
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T: Hal YRAHA: e HaadaA |
T T T FEIY W PRI |

The verse says that for a person who always wears this excellent armour of Shiva, no fear arises anywhere, by the grace of
Shambhu.

UTTGH AT HERITEdIsi T |
e GEHaTid A fawfd

The verse says that even one whose life is ebbing, who has come near death or is struck by a grave illness, at once finds ease
and gains long life.

TIRGAT SAgafaae |
Y & had e T AR guud ||

The verse says that this armour of Shiva ends all poverty and increases auspiciousness, and that whoever wears it is honoured
even by the gods.

PHALA SHRUTI §

HEIUTdhagTaHAd TagTdas: |

ERESRRELIPIRARECEIE G ICREN

The verse says that by the power of Shiva's armour one is freed from heaps of great sins and lesser sins, and at the end of the

body attains Shiva.

@AY 97T I Ud HaaHIHH |
I [T o 9 93 glars i ||

You too, my child, wear with faith this excellent armour of Shiva that | have given you, and you will soon gain what is good.

TGl T AT T8 qTfefagad |
R ER HNERCEUICINEC Sl

Suta said: Having said this, the yogi Rishabha gave the prince a loud-sounding conch and a sword that destroys enemies.
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U WO A=Y Gy HAdISTYLId |
T SeHedw g0t 9 9et &2t i
Then, consecrating sacred ash with mantras, he touched the prince's body all over and gave him twice the strength of six

thousand elephants.

HTHTTETHTH et 9y faaydl: |
 ASTYT I ek 39 9T )

Having gained strength, sovereignty, steadiness and memory through the power of the ash, the prince shone with splendour like

the autumn sun.

THTE TSsiiel a7 | AR TTTaH |

UY Wil HIT qIEAUHTTHTId:

The yogi spoke again to the prince, who stood with folded hands: This sword | have given you through the power of austerity and
mantra.

frqumind @t g RiEfd e |
T ! oFa S AR W@ |

Any enemy to whom you openly show this sharp-edged sword dies at once, even if it were Death himself.

W g (E1E A Juaf~y qarfedr |
@ gfbar: ufasat-a =TeareT foga T |

Your foes who hear the blast of this conch will fall down fainting, senseless, their weapons dropped.

TerergTiant feedt wRa=afa=iRT |
AT GULITOTT LMFdSTifaaet |l

These two divine things, the sword and the conch, destroy the enemy's army and increase the valour and vigour of your own

army and allies.
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T THTAA Q1a e 1 |

FeNCHEENTHT S Heaty 4 ||

By the power of these two, by the armour of Shiva, and by the great strength of twice six thousand elephants,

VYRS s |
ure fHgres =2 et giefasm i

and by the power of wearing the sacred ash, you will conquer the enemy army; regaining your father's throne, you will protect
this earth.

I VRS TR THTGHA |
ATt TSI TS AT Wt Il

Having fully instructed Bhadrayu and his mother in this way, and being honoured by them both, the yogi then went on his way
as he pleased.

READ IT ON ITS PAGE

The Shiva Kavacham with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more scripts:
astrobhava.com/mantra/shiva-kavacham/

A live reading, one hour, in English or Tamil - astrobhava.com/astrology/consultation/
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