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THE COMPLETE HYMN - SANSKRIT (DEVANAGARI)

The 43 verses as commonly chanted: the hymn proper in verses 1 to 31, followed by the ink-and-

ocean verse Lll'ld thC ClOSil’lg Verses that name Pushpadanta.

VERSE 1

HigHT: U o TRATAgT Fgegelt FasiadmTY deagarary i |
HYTATH: Hof: THITURUTHTATE U HATAY &1 g fudare: aiet: ||

O Hara, if praise from one who does not know the full extent of your greatness is unfit, then even the words of Brahma and the

other gods fall short of you. So no one who praises you as far as his own understanding reaches can be blamed, and my own
attempt at this hymn is likewise beyond reproach.

I G-I qd I AigHT ATgTaaRdgagl I Afehdriagd oy |
F H A HIAQEUT H& [Aug: U @afHi Ydfd = 7 & 7 a= |

Your greatness lies beyond the reach of speech and mind; even the Veda speaks of it in awe, only by setting aside what it is not.

Who can praise it, how many qualities does it have, whose object can it be? Yet whose mind and whose words do not turn to
your nearer, manifest form?

HYThIAT ara: WHHd HiHdadaead s foh anTiy quRifaeEdeH |
HH @i ol [UTehAUa Had: GATHIS e qeee gfgedatar |

0 Brahman, you made the Vedas, words rich as honey and supreme as nectar; how could even the speech of Brihaspati, teacher

of the gods, astonish you? O destroyer of the cities, my mind has set itself to this praise with one thought: | will purify my own
speech by the merit of telling your qualities.

Taud TASeRIgEIReTIAdghd FAta] % fagy [uriearyg a7y |
SHATHTHIG aXe, TN fae] sAmenieli fagud gaeh srefaar ||

O giver of boons, your sovereignty creates, sustains and dissolves the world; the three Vedas teach it, and it is divided among
three bodies set apart by the three qualities. Yet some dull-witted people here raise loud arguments to destroy it, arguments
that please the unworthy but are in truth unpleasing.

ferriier feheprer @ o] FepgurarfEisga fermmem e gotfa fermarer sfar = |
AR EEATERG FATIT: Foachi ST Hif At Hgr SOTer: |

With what desire, what body, what means, on what support and from what material does the Creator make the three worlds?
This false reasoning about you, whose power is beyond reasoning, has no ground to stand on; it only makes some bewildered
people talkative and leads the world into delusion.
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SSTHTT IRl fohHaaa=drsiy SETamfesTar fd wafdfarga wafd |
SIS o1 Al GaTST ohr TTRehel el HraTeed TedHias HLed 24 |l

O best of the immortals, can the worlds be unborn though they have parts? Can the world come into being with no regard to a
ruler? If not the Lord, who could create the worlds, and with what means? Only because they are dull do these people raise
doubts about you.

At TTg AT UufaEd JSTEtATe Ui TR WRifeHe: Ut 7 |
AT dfTgSIEiee AHTILSHT JUTHeS! TRIEEH Y TadHUid 24 |

The three Vedas, Sankhya, Yoga, the Pashupata doctrine and the Vaishnava teaching are separate paths, each saying "this is
highest, that is beneficial". Because tastes differ, people follow straight or winding ways, yet you alone are the goal of them all,

as the ocean is the goal of all waters.

HeleT WedTg WRISH W& HiUH: HUTe Idiad 9ig delqeniurH |
QUK dfg, 4fd g Yagyuoiedi 7 f& TeRT fasemrgsn ywafd |
O giver of boons, a great bull, a skull-topped staff, an axe, a hide, ashes, serpents and a skull: this is all your equipment. Yet the

gods hold their splendour only because your eyebrow has granted it. The mirage of sense objects does not lead astray one who
delights in the Self.

Yd HIFHI FeheTHUEAYAHS TR GleaTgiied SHIfd Tafd SHEI v |

GHEISHAMHGIHAL qfdfEid 3d Tdfostald & 7 @] A YT & |

O destroyer of the cities, one says this whole world is eternal, another that it is passing, another that it is eternal and passing in

its different parts. Astonished, as it were, by all these views, | am still not ashamed to praise you; surely talkativeness is bold.

Jaud TcrerguR fafifeadier uftesT ardraemershyays: |

(o o

Tat wierasrgr U Fifver aq @ a8 arat g feaggf wafd

When Brahma went upward and Vishnu downward, striving to measure your majesty as you stood as a pillar of fire, they could
not; then, O Girisha, as they praised you, weighed down with devotion and faith, you yourself appeared before them. Does
following you ever fail to bear fruit?
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AT YA AR SRR FglgT¥d IUTHUGURAL |
fRrETETgviRRdeRU e fRRETEE s e faegisiafier |

O destroyer of Tripura, that ten-headed Ravana easily made the three worlds free of enemies, and still had arms itching for

battle, was the outflowing of his steady devotion, in which he offered his own heads as a row of lotuses at your lotus feet.

T THATIHAATIIR YSTa TeATeaharasiU @afeaddr fashaad: |

AT TS AT ATF SIS TSI AT ieyaufaidt Teifc @er |

Yet when he turned that forest of arms, made strong by serving you, against Kailasa itself, your own dwelling, he found no

footing even in the netherworld once you idly moved the tip of your toe. Surely the wicked, when they have grown strong, become
deluded.

VERSE 13

Tafg GATUN GG URHISRIY HllHerelsh ST YRS EYa: |
7 afest aferaRafdi a=ruE semgad vafd fasazEfa: i

O giver of boons, Bana brought low even the lofty wealth of Indra and held the three worlds as his servants; that is no wonder in

one who worshipped your feet. Whose rise does not follow from bowing the head to you?

VERSE 14

ARSI R RpUIae IS YT fay Hgdad: |
G FHATY: HUS qd 7 Fod A [9HE! [AehRIsTy sered qawawgead=: |

O three-eyed one, when out of compassion for gods and demons, terrified by the sudden threat of the universe's end, you

swallowed the poison, the dark stain it left on your throat only adds to your beauty. Even a blemish is praiseworthy in one
devoted to removing the fear of the worlds.

SAfagrat e Fafefy FearRRR Fadw At smia SfeT o faferar |
T URTHIRT ATTHATGLETERUMA Y W& Sdeare 7 fg afyg gear aRisyas |

Kama, whose arrows never return unsuccessful anywhere among gods, demons and men, and who always conquers the world,
looked on you as just another god, and at once became a mere memory. Insulting the self-controlled brings no good.
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VERSE 16

Hel UTeTETdTegSIid FEdT Hud ud fawiiyirrgsuiasonenm |
Heeifare AAHYdasTeraiedde STgeir o Aefd 17 arda fasar ||

When you dance to protect the world, the earth is suddenly shaken by the blows of your feet, the sky and its planets are struck
by your whirling arms like iron bars, and heaven is troubled as its edges are lashed by your loose matted locks. Your very might,
it seems, works in contrary ways.

TGt ARETOR]OTathIgHS < aTel a1l aF Jodergge: AR d |
SHTEIUTRR STel(8derdl d haiHca--ai=d garied e aa ag; |

The heavenly river spreading across the sky, its foam glittering with the stars, looks like a small drop on your head; that same
stream has made the world into islands ringed by the ocean. From this alone one may infer how vast and divine your body is.

T &IUR Tl ATYTATIGT ST TATE TeiTehl TUTUTION: SR 3f |
fuefied @isd PgRqumTesraRiafafdad: shigal 7 ] WRa=T: Tofaar |

The earth as chariot, Brahma as charioteer, the king of mountains as bow, the sun and moon as wheels, and Vishnu the discus-

bearer as arrow: why this great display, when you wished to burn the three cities as if they were straw? The Lord's mind does not
depend on others; it only plays with what it commands.

TR TTed FHAGHTETT U RiGeh dfei MeTHgata i |

AT e geh: URUTTAHET TshaqsT ATuT Y& FBIgee ST STar |

Hari laid a thousand lotuses at your feet; when one was missing, he plucked out his own lotus eye to complete the offering. That

surge of devotion took the form of the discus, which, O destroyer of Tripura, stays awake to protect the three worlds.

hal God STUIHTE Herd il shqHdi o hH Teasd Helfd JEURIEHd |
S FIEA Ty FeraT A Sl i) SGAT U HHg S |

When a sacrifice is over, you stay awake to join its performers to its fruit; how could an act that has passed away bear fruit
without worship of the Supreme Person? So, seeing you as the guarantor of the fruit of rites, people put their faith in the Veda

and set themselves firmly to ritual action.
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foraeelt e shqufordieRag s arHoTHTTclSe SRUTE TEET: Yo |
YA HYHAHHARAA Y4 e FGNTYTHANEARIE g 7@ |

O giver of refuge, Daksha, skilled in rites and lord of embodied beings, was the sacrificer, the seers were the priests and the gods
were the assembly; yet his sacrifice was ruined by you, for he was fond only of its fruit. Rites performed without faith surely
bring harm to the performer.

TSI T G H{eh i gfga 7T Alegdl REAATse aqw |
SISO feaaTy FUSTharE S8~ ST ISTfd 7 JIATYRH ||

O Lord, when Brahma, lord of creatures, in passion pursued his own daughter who had become a doe, himself in the form of a

stag, he fled even to the sky, pierced by your arrow; yet the fear of you as the hunter with bow in hand still does not leave him.

UGN YALITHET UTad I% WE qedT JXHe HIgyai |
Ffe ST AT FAfRA JgTeEeATeafa @mgT ad avE JrHT gaads ||

O destroyer of the cities, you burned up Kama like straw before your eyes, though he held his bow trusting in his own beauty. O
you who are given to self-control, if the Goddess thinks you are devoted to her because she shares half your body, ah, O giver of

boons, young women are naive.

SHLMTSATEhTST TEY TURITET: HEaRI Ty T d: ST FhCIaRet: |

FHFed Sfie da Hag THeREe qeTy STGUl ave WRH HFHd I

O destroyer of Kama, you play in cremation grounds, ghouls are your companions, you smear yourself with pyre ash and wear a

garland of human skulls. Let all your ways be inauspicious; still, O giver of boons, for those who remember you, you are the
highest auspiciousness.

H: Y A AYHaUATIHSd: TESAHTUT: THEE e [cai g |
ARG, &4 39 MASIH AR qFd~Isitd [hHd FH"Edehel Ha ||

The self-controlled, holding the breath and fixing the mind within the heart, their hair standing on end and their eyes brimming

with tears of joy, behold some inner reality and are immersed in bliss as in a lake of nectar; that reality, surely, is you.
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THHEE HHETAY Ua-Ed gadesaH U SATH @ SRR @fifd = |

URfeSaTHd @ aRuTar fayfd i = fasrad aatie g aw 7 ward |

You are the sun, you are the moon, you are the wind, you are fire, you are water, you are space, you are the earth and you are the

Self: so the wise speak of you in such limited words. But we do not know any reality here that you are not.

AT fae gefiferya=mel A QEreREduiieeRiveed doffaghd |
T O 4T AT SRaS UL T A& @i QRUTE JOMAHIT TS |l

O giver of refuge, the word Om, by its three letters beginning with A, names the three Vedas, the three states, the three worlds
and the three gods, and you who are beyond all change; by its subtle sound it points to your fourth state. So it praises you both
as whole and as divided.

W QAT g UYUTARETT: FeHeEEaen ATl TS HYHTEHaeH |
ST Hiaarid 4d Yforfy et am ufoifea-mearsta sad

0 God, Bhava, Sharva, Rudra, Pashupati, Ugra, Mahan, Bhima and Ishana: even the Veda moves through each of these eight

names. To you, the beloved abode, | offer my salutations.

T Afes™ Wued Sfasr™ T 0 79: ST TR AfesS™ T 9 |
Ta) aftfsr e afasm g 969 79 gdat 9 afeefa gata a0t 1

Salutations to you who are nearest and farthest, O lover of solitude; to you who are smallest and greatest, O destroyer of Kama;
to you who are oldest and youngest, O three-eyed one; salutations to you who are all, to the All that is spoken of as this and that.

TR fasdicat WA o T YaeaHd dedien e 8 49 |
SR Tedligard! S TH T9: THaid ue ol e 0 79

Salutations to Bhava, abounding in rajas, for the creation of the universe; to Hara, abounding in tamas, for its dissolution; to

Mrida, rich in sattva, for the happiness of beings; salutations to Shiva, the radiant state beyond the three qualities.
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FRARUI I FAEL T IS F9 9 qd [UTH AT g AAGNG |
fd AfharA=ighal 7 WiFTdTgIa IRURIE areRIqsIIugiA |l

O giver of boons, how small is my mind, weak and ruled by afflictions, and how boundless your ever-growing glory, which passes

all limits! Though | trembled at this, devotion lifted me up and made me offer this flower of words at your feet.

ATIARREH SATchssTet (A-dT YLASARRIET @1 Tod! |

ferafd afe TEicar ARar Feehle TafU qd TUIHTHIT R 7 A1d ||

If a mountain of black ink were set in the ocean as its pot, a branch of the wish-fulfilling tree were the pen and the earth the

page, and if Sarada wrote for all time, still, O Lord, she would not reach the end of your qualities.

VERSE 33

TR R S @grTeR raurmfesT o |
FehHTUTERS: TG HY: SaTHTTg: WIHaASR ||

Pushpadanta, foremost of all the Gandharva hosts, composed this hymn in beautiful long metres to the moon-crowned Lord,

worshipped by demons, gods and great sages, whose greatness is woven of qualities yet who is beyond all qualities.

VERSE 34

HETET Euic: TAFHAT UoTd THHFRAT g JAT=: |

T vafd RIaeiich Saqeasadrsy TgRaeeTg: Yaar<hiiaaisd ||

The verse says that whoever, pure in mind, reads this flawless hymn to Dhurjati every day with deep devotion becomes equal to

Rudra in Shiva's world, and here gains great wealth, long life, children and fame.

HeATATART at A= =TaRT Tfc: |
STIRTATARY =il 1T e TR0 U1l

There is no god higher than Mahesha, no hymn higher than the Mahimna, no mantra higher than Aghora, and no truth higher
than the guru.
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<efT T quitel J ARTICERT: o |
HiGFEIGUISR el ATai-d Seefid I

The verse says that initiation, charity, austerity, pilgrimage, knowledge and sacrificial rites are not worth even a sixteenth part

of the recitation of the Mahimna hymn.

FYHGYTHT HHTERTST: LTTTeRaRH cledqae are: |
T ST Y8 T AT Iaa- eSS e (ged HigH: |l

Kusumadashana, king of all the Gandharvas and servant of the moon-crowned God of gods, fell from his own glory through the

Lord's anger; then he composed this most divine hymn of greatness.

RRYAYSH TiHIeheq Usid Tie AT UTsSiie =2 |
Foifa fRagHTd fohae: ST Taa-fagHH gsagauoiiad i

The verse says that a person who, with folded hands and an undistracted mind, recites this unfailing hymn composed by
Pushpadanta, honoured by gods and great sages and the one cause of heaven and liberation, goes near Shiva, praised by the

Kinnaras.

HTHATCAAS TTs G0 Ta T |
TRt AeTETR fRIgH gt 1|

Here ends this sacred hymn spoken by the Gandharva, peerless and enchanting, describing Shiva the Lord.

AT ATl IoT S giuTea: |
ATGaT o 23w Wradt & geiferas |l

This worship made of words is offered at the feet of the glorious Shankara; by it may the Lord of gods, Sadashiva, be pleased

with me.

qd < = ST Higensf A |
RICHINE R HCERIcRE bl e Ell

O great Lord, | do not know your true nature, what you are like; whatever you are, O Mahadeva, to you as you are, salutations

again and again.
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TehahTct TgapTet a1 fiehTet I Uoa |
gt fawie e |

The verse says that one who recites this once, twice or three times a day is freed from all sins and is honoured in Shiva's world.

ot ToIGaHEUgSTTd= AT fehfesoaeor DT |
FHUSIA Tfa- TG GUiToTar wafd adfadesr |i

The verse says that Mahesha, lord of beings, is well pleased by this hymn, which came from the lotus mouth of Pushpadanta,

which removes sin and is dear to Hara, when it is learned by heart and recited with a collected mind.

READ IT ON ITS PAGE

The Shiva Mahimna Stotram with its meaning, how and when it is recited, and the same text in five more scripts:

astrobhava.com/mantra/shiva-mahimna-stotram

Alive reading, one hour, in English or Tamil - astrobhava.com/astrology/consultation/

NOT SURE A CHANT IS ENOUGH?
“ g H YOUR BIRTH CHART, READ BY BRAHMASHREE SHIVAAYA
A
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