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THE COMPLETE HYMN - TAMIL
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In the month of Margazhi, on this good day of the full moon, come, you girls who wish to bathe, you of fine jewels, rich young
girls of the prosperous cowherd village of Ayppadi. The son of Nandagopa, fierce with his sharp spear, the young lion of lovely-
eyed Yashoda, dark-bodied, red-eyed, with a face like the sun and the moon: Narayana himself will grant us the parai (the drum,

the boon we seek). Come, bathe, so that the world may praise us, our Pavai.
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People of the world, will you hear the observances we keep for our vow? Singing the feet of the Supreme One who sleeps gently
on the ocean of milk, we will not eat ghee or drink milk; we bathe before dawn, put no kohl on our eyes and no flowers in our hair.
We will not do what should not be done, nor go and speak cruel gossip; we give alms and gifts as much as we can, and rejoice,
thinking of the way to be saved.
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PASURAM 3
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If we sing the name of the Supreme One who grew tall and measured the worlds, and bathe dedicating it to our vow, the whole
land will be free of harm, with rain three times a month; fish will leap among the tall red paddy, spotted bees will sleep in the
blue lily buds, and great generous cows will fill pots without pause when their udders are held. The verse says unfailing wealth
will fill the land.

PASURAM 4
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O Lord of the rain, deep as the ocean, hold nothing back. Go into the sea, draw up its water, thunder and rise; grow dark like the
body of the First Lord of the ages; flash like the discus in the hand of Padmanabha of the strong shoulders, roar like his right-

whorled conch, and pour down like the rain of arrows from his bow Sarnga, so that the world may flourish and we may joyfully

bathe in Margazhi.
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PASURAM 5

LOITUIED6DT LDGOTED)| QML LDG 6] 6DLD[HSH 6D 60T
SITW QILIIH B W(LPem6dTs F160dM6U6D60T

W G6ev&Bl6sflev CHTTMILD 60511 Q6T &S
SHTeMOWH FL 6V e HLD 61FUIG HTELOTSHTem60TH
STCWMOTWI 6UBG] BITLD HITLO6VF HTaS CIST(LHS
QUMWIGDTITEL LIMLG. LOGOTS & 6oTT6L FlhH &S LI

CUITW LIe®LPU|LD L|&HSH(HEUTEIT [hl63T M6sTEY LD
Sulleoflev HTFTGLD C\FLIGLIGEVT 6TLOLITEUTU

The wondrous one, the son of everlasting North Mathura, the lord of the pure deep Yamuna, the shining lamp born in the
cowherd clan, Damodara who brought glory to his mother's womb: if we come pure, scatter pure flowers, bow, sing with our lips
and think of him in our minds, the verse says past faults and those yet to come will burn away like cotton in fire.

PASURAM 6
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The birds are chirping, and do you not hear the great sound of the white conch calling in the temple of the King of birds? Wake
up, child. The sages and yogis hold in their hearts the Seed of all, who drank the poison from the demoness's breast, kicked
apart the deceitful cart, and sleeps on the serpent in the flood; they rise slowly and say 'Hari', and that great sound has entered
our hearts and cooled them.
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Do you not hear the blackbirds chattering 'keesu keesu' everywhere? You silly girl. Do you not hear the sound of the curd as the
fragrant-haired cowherd women churn, their necklaces jingling as their arms move? Noble girl, while we sing of Keshava,
Narayana in form, do you lie there listening? Radiant one, open the door.
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The eastern sky has whitened and the buffaloes have spread out to graze in the small fields. We stopped the other girls who
were leaving and have come to call you. Eager girl, get up. If we go and worship the God of gods, who split the horse's mouth and

killed the wrestlers, and sing to receive the parai, he will look into our need with compassion and grace us.
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Daughter of my uncle, sleeping on a soft bed in the mansion of pure gems, with lamps burning all around and incense rising,
open the jewelled door. Aunt, will you not wake her? Is your daughter dumb, or deaf, or drowsy, or put under a spell of deep sleep?
We have chanted many names: the great Wonder, Madhava, the Lord of Vaikuntha.
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Lady who is earning heaven by her vow, will you not even answer, though you do not open the door? Narayana, crowned with
fragrant tulasi, is the holy one who gives the parai when we praise him. Did Kumbhakarna, who fell into the jaws of death long

ago, lose to you and hand over his great sleep? Very drowsy one, precious jewel, come to your senses and open the door.
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Golden creeper of the faultless cowherds, who milk many herds of young cows and go to war to break the strength of their foes;
peacock of the forest, come out. All your friends and kin have come into your courtyard and are singing the name of the cloud-
coloured Lord. Rich and lovely girl, why do you sleep, without moving or speaking?
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@60f1 &5 M6dT 6T(LPMHATTUI F6)&H60T6oT GLIT 2 MESLD
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The young buffaloes, lowing and thinking of their calves, let milk flow from their udders until the house turns to mud; you are
the sister of such a wealthy cowherd. With the dew falling on our heads we hold your doorway and sing of the beloved Lord who
in anger killed the king of southern Lanka, yet you do not open your mouth. Wake now; what is this deep sleep? Everyone in all
the houses knows of it.
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All the girls have gone to the place of the vow, singing the glory of him who tore open the bird's beak and plucked off the heads
of the wicked demon. Venus has risen and Jupiter has set; the birds are chirping. Girl with eyes like a flower-dwelling bee,
instead of bathing in the cold water, will you lie in bed? On this good day, give up your pretence and join us.

PASURAM 14
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In the pond of your backyard garden the red lilies have opened and the white lilies have closed. The ascetics with saffron robes
and white teeth are going to their temples to blow the conch. You who talked of waking us first, get up, shameless girl with a

ready tongue, and sing of the lotus-eyed Lord whose great hands hold the conch and the discus.
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'Hey, young parrot, are you still asleep?' 'Do not call me so sharply, ladies, | am coming.''You are clever with words; we have long
known your tongue.''You are the clever ones; let it be that | am."'Come quickly; what else keeps you?' 'Has everyone come?' They
have; come and count them.' Come and sing of the wondrous Lord who killed the mighty elephant and can destroy the strength
of his foes.

PASURAM 16
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Guard of the mansion of Nandagopa, our leader; guard of the gate with banners and festoons, open the jewelled door. The
wondrous, gem-coloured Lord promised us cowherd girls the sounding drum yesterday. We have come pure to sing him awake.

Sir, do not refuse us with your words first; open this door so close to our hearts.
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PASURAM 17
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Nandagopa, our lord, who gives clothing, water and food in charity, wake up. Yashoda, our lady, tender shoot among slender
women, lamp of the clan, awaken. Lord of the gods, who pierced the sky and grew tall to measure the worlds, do not sleep, rise.
Balarama, rich one with anklets of red gold, do not let you and your younger brother sleep on.
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Nappinnai, daughter-in-law of Nandagopa, who has elephants in rut and shoulders that never turn back in battle; lady with
fragrant hair, open the door. See, the cocks crow everywhere and flocks of cuckoos call again and again from the madhavi bower.
You who hold a ball in your fingers, come gladly and open the door with your lotus hands, your bangles jingling, so that we may
sing your beloved's name.
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By the light of the standing lamp, on a cot with ivory legs and a soft bed of five kinds, lies the Lord with a flowered chest, resting
on the breast of Nappinnai, whose hair is full of blossoms. Open your mouth and speak. Lady with large kohl-lined eyes, you will
not let your beloved wake for even a moment; you cannot bear parting from him even briefly. That is not right; it is not fitting.
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Mighty one who goes ahead of the thirty-three gods and takes away their fears, wake up. Upright and strong one, pure one who
brings fear to his foes, wake up. Nappinnai, gracious lady, Lakshmi herself, with soft breasts, red lips and slender waist, wake

up. Give us the fan and the mirror, and send your beloved with us now, so that we may bathe.
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Son of the cowherd who owns many great generous cows that fill every pot held under them until it overflows, pouring milk
without stopping, awaken. Strong and great one, light that has appeared in the world, wake up. As your enemies come to your
door, their strength gone, and helplessly fall at your feet, so we have come praising you.
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Like the kings of this wide and lovely earth who come with their pride broken and gather beneath your couch, we have come
together to you. Will you not open your red eyes little by little upon us, like a lotus opening from a bell-shaped bud? If you look on

us with both eyes, rising like the moon and the sun together, the verse says any curse on us will fall away.
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Like a noble lion that lies sleeping in a mountain cave in the rainy season, wakes, opens fiery eyes, shakes its fragrant mane,
stretches in every direction, roars and comes out: so you, Lord with the colour of the kaya flower, come out of your chamber, sit
on your fine and noble throne, and look graciously into the purpose for which we have come.

60T @616 6VSHLD DEITHSTUI LG GLITMH M
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Praise to your feet that measured this world that day. Praise to your strength that went to southern Lanka and destroyed it.
Praise to your fame, you who kicked the cart to pieces. Praise to your anklets, you who threw the calf as a stick. Praise to your
goodness, you who lifted the hill as an umbrella. Praise to the spear in your hand that wins and destroys enemies. We have come
today, praising your valour again and again, to receive the parai; have mercy on us.
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PHSHS) aeTTL NIDHSI 6 QTeisy

(HSHS) LDSEOTTUI 6p6TT15 G| UGS

B S&6LMedT | Hlg HT6iT HnIG, HleneT b

&(HHemG LI LlempLiLN& 518 &6hHagest euullHmlev

6B (HLIGILIGETEDT KT GIH(HILOTEEL 2 63T6tI60T

S(HSHHGH] UBCHTLD LiewD SH(HS TS0

FH([HSSH& S 61FeLEU(LPLD CFIS(LPLD WITLD LIMLG

QUBSHWPH S LOSPHEHEEVIT 6TLOLITEUTU

Born as the son of one woman, and on that same night hidden and raised as the son of another; when Kamsa could not bear it

and plotted harm, you foiled his plan and stood like fire in his belly, O great Lord. We have come longing for you. If you grant us
the parai, we will sing of your wealth fit for Lakshmi and of your valour, our sorrow will end and we will rejoice.

PASURAM 26

LOMG6v LD6sBfle)66T6ooTT LOM& LYl BT (hleumest
GLoemeVWIT GlFUI6U6aTH6IT Gewevor(heuesT GaL 1GGWI6L
6HTELEEME 6TELEVITLD [H(hHIG (LPIJeLEUEDT

LIMT6L <B{63T60T 6)600T600T5 8| 2 60T LIMEHE FeoTeoilIGLD
GLIMELEU6DT IS MBISEIT GLIMUWILY LIM(hemL_WesTGeu
Fmeull GILI(HLD LiemdmGW L16vevumensT(h) @emFLILITGH
G mev aNl6m&H6a Gl&HTIqEW R Il&meoTGLD

,60160T QemeuWTUI D (THGETGEVITI 6TLDLITEU U

O Lord, gem-coloured one, if you ask what our elders do for the Margazhi bath, we need conches like your milk-white
Panchajanya whose sound shakes the whole earth, very large drums, singers of 'Pallandu’, beautiful lamps, banners and

canopies. You who lay on the banyan leaf, grant them to us.
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PASURAM 27

FaL_Ten [ Gleusvay|ld Fj& CHTAaNbHST 2 65T 60Teme6oTL
LIMGLI L6 618 TeosT(h) WITLD 61LIMILD FLDLOM6ETLD

BT(h L& PLD LIFF6oTTeL HedTMTe: &

G&L&GLD G T6IT auemenGul GaTEL Glgaill LLGe
LIMTL_8GLD 6T60TM6M60TW LI6V&H6VET)ILD WITLD B{6v0fGeumLD
YL 2 (HLIGUITLD B{GH6sT L6sTG60T LIMTH GFTM)]

e GBI GlLIUIG] (LPLPMHIcNS 6ULHl eUTTE

Falq QHHGHI &6 HEHE6VIT 6TLDLITEUTUI

Govinda, whose glory conquers those who will not come near, the reward we receive for singing you and taking the drum, such
that the land praises it, is this: we will wear bracelets, armlets, earrings, ear-flowers, anklets and many such ornaments, and
fine clothes. Then we will sit together over rice cooked in milk, covered in ghee that runs down to our elbows, and be content.

PASURAM 28

&M6eN6US6IT LT6T G1F60TM| &T6oTLd C&FIjhg] 2 600TGLITLD
M6 6pedTMILD @6VL6VITS WIS HeVSHF| 2 6015 60T60I60TLI
Lime 6lLImIh&6em6dTLI L|635T600fIWILD WITLD 2 6mL_GuimLd
&6 MEY 6963TMILD @6LEVTS CHTANHSHT 2 66T&H66TC6oTT(h)
2 MG6U6L BLDS G QI 6oLN5:8 GLAIWITS)

SIMWTSH LN6ITem6THGEITTLD {60TLI6OTT6L @ 65TSH60T6m60TH
Hm CUT SIS SH6oTaLD FM) D(HETTES

@Qemmeur b STFT LIemmGW 6T 6TOLIMEUTUI

We follow the cows to the forest and eat there; we are of the cowherd clan, without any learning. We have the good fortune that
you were born among us. Govinda, who lacks nothing, our bond with you here cannot be broken even if we tried. We are ignorant

girls; do not be angry that out of love we called you by small names. O Lord, give us the parai.
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FHMERFMISTCL UMb G| 2 6tTeneord Caalldhg| 2 65T
ClumMMTenT HGEw CLIMHMILD ClLIMIH6IT GaerTmul
CLDHDLD CLOWISH ) 2 BTSN G6vH 6L LNDbBSI
&MDGMEUGL 6TMHISHEN6TTE LIS TEITEMTLOM CLITE TS
@memMLI LiIemM Gl&T6ITeUT6IT B{60TM)| &Tevor G&H M HSHT
6TMHEM MG LD 6J1P 671D LNMmel&GLb 2 65T865TG6oTT(h)

2 MHEMTGLO HGAUTLD @ 65THGS BITLD L GIFWIGEUITLD
LOMEDM LD SHTLOMBIGEIT LOTMHEMGEEVTT 6TLOLITEUTUI

Hear why we have come in the very early dawn to worship you and praise your golden lotus feet. You were born in our clan that
lives by tending cattle; you cannot refuse to take our intimate service. Govinda, we have not come only to take the parai today.
For all time, for seven times seven births, we will be bound to you alone and serve only you. Take away all our other desires.

PASURAM 30

AUMBISHSH HL_6V HeDL S LOTHUH60TH CHF61060TH

ShIG6IT Fl(H(P&HSHGIF CawllenpwTy 6lgF6sTmI QemmEha)
DBISLI LIGDD G1HTEEoTL D6 M {60611 L|GI6m6uLl
DOLIMBIGHLO6VE, &600T GG Flwev LIL L [F LNFmest CHmTem g, 6\FmedTenT
&higg SLOILP LOTem6L (PLILIGID SLILIMTGLD

@mIE@ @UIUflg&Fe LT FiflFeost(h LML 6UeDTE G&HT6iT
C1&MmIGE00T H(MH(LPSHSHGHIF 61&60615 F(HLOTEVTEV

6TMHIGLD &l(HeUIHEIT GlLIMHMI @6dTL|MI6U 6TLDLITEU Tl

The verse says that those who recite without fail these thirty verses, a garland of Sangam Tamil spoken by Kodai, daughter of
Bhattarpiran of beautiful Puduvai (Srivilliputtur), wearing a cool garland of fresh lotuses, telling how the jewelled girls with
moon-like faces went and worshipped Madhava, Keshava, who churned the ocean, and received the parai, will receive grace
everywhere from the red-eyed, glorious Lord Tirumal with four great mountain-like shoulders, and will be happy.
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